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Now the government is
opening up for Swedish
uranium mining

ROMINA POURMOKHTARI Published 23 Feb 2024 at 07.00 Latest news from Expressen
News e Talking points ¢ Interviews

The Tido parties appoint a rapid investigation to make uranium mining
legal in Sweden again.

Climate and Environment Minister Romina Pourmokhtari (L) calls the ban SWEDEN
a stumbling block. Kristersson's laughter after the

. question about NATO
"It doesn't make sense that we have to treat uranium as waste,"” she

says.
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Since 2018, it has been forbidden to mine uranium in Sweden. The Tid6 parties
want to change that. An inquiry is therefore now being set up and will be
completed as early as 15 May this year.

"It is not wise that we have to treat uranium as waste. It is costly and a
stumbling block to the potential of Swedish deposits," says Romina
Pourmokhtari.

Sweden is home to more than a quarter of Europe's known uranium deposits.
Despite this, there has been no uranium mine since the 1960s. Mainly because
it has not been considered profitable enough, but also because previous
attempts have been met with strong local protests.

"Mines are crucial"

Now that the government and SD want to lift the uranium ban, Romina
Pourmokhtari does not primarily see new pure uranium mines in front of her,
although she does not completely rule it out.

"l think there are municipalities in Sweden that see the benefits. Mines may
not be such a cozy part of the climate transition, but it is absolutely crucial. If we
don't have mines, we have no electric cars, no wind turbines and no nuclear
reactors," she says.

According to Pourmokhtari, the most important effect of abolishing the uranium
mining ban is that the heavy metal will be able to be recovered as a residual
product from other, already existing, mining operations.

According to the minister, it would also make it more attractive to look for other
minerals and metals needed for the green transition.

"You can choose to either pump up oil and import it, or to convert. And for the
transition, Sweden needs to offer Europe the metals and minerals that we have
to increase the degree of self-sufficiency," she says.

Romina Pourmokhtari says that there is a risk that we will otherwise end up
completely in the hands of dictatorships in order to provide us with critical
substances.

"Sharp situation”

When it comes to uranium, however, Sweden imports most of it from
unproblematic countries such as Canada and Australia. Regardless, the residual
products from existing Swedish mines will hardly cover that need.

But Romina Pourmokhtari says that every little step is worth something.

"If you're going to be honest and refuse to have uranium mines, then you also
have to say: Here's my energy system that's going to do without the uranium
mines. Either the lamps, the factories or the Swedish economy go out, or we
use the uranium we find. It's such a critical situation we're in.
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Orban: Vi ingar militirt avtal
med Sverige

UNGERN Publicerad 23 feb 2024 kI 08.11, uppdaterad kl 16.02

Ungern far kopa ytterligare fyra Jas 39 Gripen av Sverige.

Det meddelas under en presstraff med Ulf Kristersson och Viktor Orban.

— Vi kan kalla den har langa processen att ateruppbygga fortroendet,
sdger Orban.

Att bada landerna snart ar medlemmar i Nato innebar enligt Orban att
Sverige och Ungern nu éar redo att do for varandra.

Ungern képer fyra plan av Sverige.

Alicia Heimersson
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Efter lang dags fard mot natt ser det ut som att den svenska Nato-ansdkan
kommer att godkannas av det ungerska parlamentet.

Pa fredagen traffas UIf Kristersson och Viktor Orban och tva avtal
undertecknas mellan landerna.

— Det ar en viktig milstolpe. Vi kan kalla den har langa processen att
ateruppbygga fortroendet, sager Orban under presstraffen och tillagger att det
inte betyder att de bada landerna ar éverens om allt.

Tecknar tva militira avtal

Ungern far dels kdpa fyra nya Gripen C-flygplan. Enligt uppgift till TT har det
tidigare funnits en offert som I6per ut nasta vecka, darefter skulle priset ha stigit.
Utover I6fte om att fa kdpa nya Jas 39 Gripen kommer dessutom avtalet som
ror stdd och logistik fér Ungerns befintliga plan férlangas med tio ar. Det skulle
ha 16pt ut 2026 och foérldngs fram nu till 2036. De 14 plan som Ungern sedan
tidigare har till lans kommer 2026 att 6verga till Ungerns ago.

Avtalen undertecknas av generaldirektoren for Férsvarets materielverk, Géran
Martensson, och Ungerns forsvarsminister Kristof Szalay-Bobrovniczky.

Men att avtalet ligger till grund for ett ungerskt ja till den svenska Nato-
ansokan menar Orban inte stammer. Det forsvarsindustriella avtalet ar en annan
historia, som pagatt betydligt langre, enligt premiarministern.

Redo att do for varandra

Att Nato-ansdkan dragit ut pa tiden sager Orban har gett relationen landerna
emellan tid att borja laka.

— Det har gett oss tid att ateruppbygga fortroendet mellan oss, som faktiskt
varit skadat.

Enligt Kristersson har samtalen varit konstruktiva och ultimat lett fram till att "vi
snart ar allierade i Nato”.

Att bada landerna snart &r medlemmar i Nato innebar enligt Orban att Sverige
och Ungern nu ar redo att d6 for varandra.

— Jag anser att samtalen har varit konstruktiva och jag valkomnar verkligen det
har férdjupade samarbetet kring det svenska flygvapnet, sager Ulf Kristersson.
Sverige och Ungern ar, sa fort Sverige fatt ja in i Nato, beredda pa att d6 for

varandra, enligt Kristersson och Orban.

— Att vara medlemmar i Nato innebar att vi &r beredda att do for varandra. Det
bygger pa 6msesidig respekt. Att ta den processen det i lamplig takt har varit
klokt, séager Orban.

— Vi respekterar varandras olikheter och nar ibland bra kompromisser. Nu gar
vi ocksa in i ett gemensamt Natosamarbete med precis den instéllningen att
vara beredda att slass for varandra i en farlig tid, séger Kristersson.

LAS MER: Uppgifter i Ungern om Natoavtal med Sverige

LAS MER: Experten om UIf Kristerssons Natobeso6k i Budapest
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